
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Course Objective: A rudimentary, hands-on introduction to the Mac operating system especially as regards 
Adobe Creative Suite programs (Illustrator, Photoshop) to familiarize students with the basics of creating 
artwork in a digital space and the manipulation of artwork and photography to create professional, usable 
materials (logos, posters, album/singles artwork) as might be used for promotion and advertising of artists’ 
events and music releases. Students learn the difference between vector and raster images and will execute 
projects towards developing their own brand as an artist or industry professional.  
 
Bio: Patrick Duffy is Creative Director at Attention Design, a graphic design firm he created specifically to 
service the music industry. His relationship with the industry spans more than thirty years, beginning as an 
artist, then as an agent and artist manager, and ultimately focusing on graphic design after studying Advanced 
Advertising Design at George Brown. He has been a Consulting Art Director for EMI/Virgin Music Canada, for 
The Canadian Country Music Association (CCMA), and to the Small World Music Association (Toronto). He 
continues to work as a Principal Designer for Canadian Music Week (CMW), and is currently the Consulting 
Art Director to the Country Music Association of Ontario (CMAOntario) where he also serves on the Board of 
Directors, and teaches design in the Music Business Management program at Durham College (Oshawa). He 
is a JUNO Nominee for Album Design and has won nine Canadian Country Music Awards for Album Design, a 
distinction unequalled in the 30+ year history of that organization. 
 
 

Week Topics 

1 - 2 

- Introduction to Adobe Creative Suite (Illustrator and Photoshop) 
- Creating new documents and saving in correct file format. 
- Learning tools palette in Illustrator and function of most-used tools 

- Creating and modifying shapes 

3 - 4 
- Learning to access type menu and controls for modifying type 

- Creating type on a curve 

5 - 6 
- Turning type into outlines and customizing 

- Combining shapes and type to create a logo 

7 - 8 
- Retouching photos in Photoshop, turning bad photos into usable imagery 

- Adjusting levels, resizing images, special filters and effects in Photoshop 

9 - 10 
- Importing or placing photographic or sourced images into Illustrator doc. 
- Creating a gig or release poster using both Illustrator and Photoshop in a classic Blue Note style 

11 - 12 
- Course review 

- Final exam 

 
 
 
Evaluation 
 

Attendance & Participation   25% 

Assignments   25% 

Final Exam   50% 

Total 100% 

 
 

 

Duration: 12 weeks 

Course: Computer Graphics 

Instructor: Patrick Duffy 


